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O ABSTRACT 0O

Basal-cell carcinomas (BCCs) that occur in the head and neck area constitute 75% to
86% of all BCCs that are encountered in the whole body. Multiple ways have been
proposed to repair facial soft tissues following the excision of a BCC and two of these
methods are repairing by local flaps and free skin grafts. It has been documented that local
flaps led to positive results with a success ratio of 93%, whereas free skin grafts gave a
success rate of 84% with regards to improving aesthetics. The aim of the current study was
to compare the aesthetic outcome of both techniques following the excision of a BCC in
the facial area, in order to adopt the better technique in the daily practice.

The sample consisted of 42 patients with an age range between 35 and 90. Patients
were recruited from Al-Assad University Hospital. The sample was divided into two
groups depending on the surgical intervention accomplished. The results show that local
flaps provided better aesthetic results for repairing small-and medium-sized defects,
whereas free skin grafts was a good option for repairing medium-to large-sized defects.
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