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O ABSTRACT 0O

The aim of this study is to establish the important role of inflammatory processes in
atherogenesis, as well as to the vulnerability of an atherosclerotic lesion to rupture or
erosion. The sample consists of 70 patients with ST-segment elevation AMI at the
University Al-Assad Hospital in Lattakia (50 patients within 6 h, and 20 patients >6 h but
<48h after the onset of AMI).CRP was measured by high-sensitivity CRP assay (hs-CRP)
in those patients. Serum levels of hs-CRP were also measured in 20 patients with unstable
angina and in 10 healthy control subjects. The serum level of hs-CRP was significantly
higher in patients with an onset of AMI <6h than in patients with angina pectoris (2.84
+1.85 mg/L vs 1.32 £0.7 mg/L [mean £SD]) and in healthy subjects (2.84 £1.85 mg/L vs
0.94 +0.4 mg/L). There were no significant differences in serum levels of hs-CRP in
patients with an onset of AMI <3h than in those patients with an onset of AMI >3h but <h
(2.83 £1.9 mg/L vs 2.85 +1.84 mg/L). The serum level of hs-CRP was significantly higher
in patients with an onset >6h than in patients with an onset <6h (23.23 £12.9 mg/L vs 2.84
+1.85 mg/L).

Conclusion: The inflammatory process has been proved to be one of the mechanisms
that cause atherosclerosis and posteriorty is followed by an atherosclerotic plaque rupture.

Keywords: Acute Myocardial Infarction; High-Sensitivity C; Reactive Protein;
Atherosclerosis.
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