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O ABSTRACT 0O

Celiac disease is an immune-mediated enteropathy caused by a permanent sensitivity
to gluten in genetically susceptible individuals. This study included (250) children and was
carried out in the Department of Pediatrics at AL-ASSAD University Hospital in Lattakia
during the years (2008-2009); Using intestinal biopsy when there is villous atrophy grade
m (Marsh) or intestinal biopsy with antiendomysial antibodies when there is villous
atrophy grade (LIT Marsh), celiac disease was diagnosed in (61) children. We studied
celiac patients and detected the clinical manifestations of each clinical pattern and its
relation to sex, age, and social economic status. We did not notice important differences
between males and females or age groups in the incidence of celiac disease; we noticed in
our study a clear correlation between gastrointestinal form (Classical) and non-
gastrointestinal form (Atypical) in clinical form, being the form of shared symptoms; it
was the most common clinical form (40,98%), non-gastrointestinal form (31,15%),
gastrointestinal form (21,31%), and the asystemic form (silent) (6,56%). Concerning the
clinical symptoms of non- gastrointestinal form, iron-deficiency anemia resistance to oral
iron supplementation and short stature were the most common clinical symptoms.
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