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O ABSTRACT 0O

This study included (252) patients admitted and treated in the Department of
Emergency at Al-Assad University Hospital in Lattakia. with a clinical diagnosis of acute
intestinal obstruction from August 2002 to August 2009 inclusive. This study aims to
describe the causes of acute intestinal obstruction and assess the results of emergency
management. The results of the study were as follows: most causes of intestinal obstruction
(nearly 88.88%) were caused by postoperative adhesions (61.11%) and strangulated
external hernias (27.77%). All other causes of obstruction including neoplasia, volvolus,
strictures, and intussusceptions accounted for (11.12) of the patients. The sensitivity and
specificity of the plain abdominal x-rays were (97.67%) and (70.27%), respectively. (221)
patients were operated upon and nearly about (46%) required bowel resections in the
delayed group of patients with adhesive obstruction, with an overall mortality of 6.3% and
overall morbidity of 8.6%.
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