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O ABSTRACT 0O

Acute pharyngotonsilitis remains one of the most common causes of pediatric clinic
visit, and it is very important to prove the diagnosis of pharyngitis with group A of
hemolytic streptococci to determine the need for using the antibiotic to prevent the possible
complication. Nowadays, there are many ways to diagnose pharyngitis depending on
immuno techniques. Most of these ways have good sensitivity and specificity in addition to
the quick results. That is why they have been adopted to diagnose pharyngitis and the best
of them is the raped antigen test.

The study aims to determine sensitivity and specificity of rapid antigen test
comparing with the bacterial culture of pharyngeal swab to diagnose pharyngitis with
streptococci A. It involves 100 children (3-12 years old) with symptoms of Pharyngitis
who visited the pediatric clinic patients of AL ASSAD UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL in April
and May of 2008. Rapid antigen test has been done in addition to the bacterial cultureln the
laboratory, and results showed that rapid antigen test has high sensitivity (97.9%) and
specificity (100%). This makes the rapid antigen test the chosen way to diagnose
pharyngitis.

KEY WORDS: RAPID ANTIGINE TEST, ACUTE PHARYNGOTONSILITIS,
STREPTOCOCCI A.
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