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O ABSTRACT 0O

Orf is an occupational disease of the skin that is typically found in people who either
raise sheep or goats or are involved with various products derived from such animals. This
disease is caused by the Orf virus (OV), a member of the Poxviridae family. This study is
performed in the Department of Dermatology and Venereal Disease at Al-Assad
University Hospital, Lattakia, Syria, between 2005 and 2006. It included /39/ patients who
were in contact with sheep or goats. The review of their history and physical exam

revealed Orf infections. 19 patients were treated with local antiseptic (as control group), 20

patients with Liquid nitrogen and local antiseptic (cryotherapy group). Both groups were
periodically attended to until full recovery is maintained. The result showed the effect of
cryotherapy in speeding up recovery and lessening symptoms and complications.

Keywords: Orf, contagious ecthyma, contagious pustular dermatitis, Liquid nitrogen,
cryotherapy
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