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Necrotizing Fasciltis (Fournier's Gangrene)
Diagnosis and Treatment
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O ABSTRACT 0O

The study included 13 patients ranging in age from 20-80 years ( 9 males and 4
females), who had been admitted to and treated in the Department of Surgery at Assad
University Hospital in Lattakia between 1997 and 2007. Treatment included antibiotics,
aggressive surgical intervention, and supportive therapy. 9 patients were diabetic. E.coli
were the most common microbes isolated followed by clostridium. Necrotizing Fasciitis
is an uncommon but life threatening multi-microbal soft tissue infection characterized by a
progressive, rapid, necrotizing process of the subcutaneous tissue and fascial planes with
resulting gangrene of the skin. Fournier gangrene is a true surgical emergency. Patients
often require a multidisciplinary team. The most important step in treatment is aggressive
surgical intervention.

Keywords: Polymicrobial necrotizing fasciitis, Fournier's gangrene, Gangrene of the penis
and scrotum,
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