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O ABSTRACT 0O

Rheumatoid arthritis is a chronic multi-system disease with different pulmonary
manifestations. The severity of these manifestations varies in accordance with the severity
and duration of RA.

We studied 52 patients with RA to assess if there were any lung disease depending
on history and clinical examination, chest X ray, chest computed tomography, lung
functions tests, and arterial blood gases. Pulmonary manifestations were identified in 46%
of patients; and they were as follows:

e Interstial lung disease21%.
Small airway obstruction 9.6 %.
Pleural-effusion7.6%.
Rheumatoid nodules.5.7%.
Bronchiectasis5.7%.

Pulmonary hypertension 3.8%
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