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O ABSTRACT 0O

33 adult patients (13 males) with septic shock were studied at Al-Assad University
Hospital in Lattakia from 1/3/2005 to 1/7/2006. The incidence of septic shock was found to
increase with age, it occurred in 27 patients (81.81%) over 50 years of age. = The most
important risk factors were: age over 50 years in 27 patients (81.81 %)-diabetes mellitus
in18 patients (54.54 %) — cancers in 6 patients (18.18 %) - surgery and invasive procedure
in 5 patients (15.15 %). The source of sepsis was: pulmonary sepsis in 10 patients (30.30
%) - biliary system in 5 patients (15.15 %) — urinary system in 5 patients (15.15 %),
followed by the other systems .Blood culture was positive in 10 patients (30.30 %) and the
culture of samples taken from the suspected source of sepsis was positive in 9 patients
(27.27 %). Mortality rate was very high in 31 patients (93.93%).
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