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O ABSTRACT 0O

In this study, (75) complete denture wearers (32 female and 43 male), (105)
removable partial denture wearers (45 female and 60 male), and (100) dentate subjects (57
female- 43 male) (control group) were examined to determine the state of candidal carriers.
The influence of local factors such as denture type, smoking habits, and gender on candidal
carrier rate were investigated.Wearing complete or removable partial denture was
dismissed as an important factor in increasing candidal carrier rate. The presence of the
candida albicans was more significant for wearers of partial dentures rather than for
complete denture wearers. In addition, smoking was found to increase candidal growth in
complete and partial denture wearers. And in dentate subject, candidal colonization rate
was found to be higher on the dorsum of the tongue. This suggests that the tongue is the
primary oral reservoir of candida albicans in the mouth.

Keywords: candida albicans — removable partial denture. Complete denture wearers —
smoking habits.
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