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O ABSTRACT 0O

The study included three hundred pregnant women of the visitors of the Gynecology Clinic

and the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at AL-Assad University Hospital in Lattakia
between 2004 - 2005. The aim of this study was to approach the urinary tract infection during
pregnancy in respect of its incidence rate, the most important bacteria responsible for it, and their
susceptibility to antibiotics. Moreover, the study examined some factors affecting the occurrence of
urinary tract infection and the laboratory tests used to detect it.

The study came up with the following conclusions:
The urinary tract infection rate in pregnant women was 32.7 %, distributed between 24.3 %
for symptomatic urinary tract infection and 8.3 % for asymptomatic bacteriuria.
An increase of urinary tract infection rate was noticed in older pregnant women with low
socioeconomic status and a past urinary tract infection history.
Pyuria was present in most cases of symptomatic urinary tract infection; whereas it was
absent in most cases of asymptomatic bacteriuria.
The sensitivity of leukocyte esterase test for detecting urinary tract infection was 72% and
better than the sensitivity of nitrite test 41.8%.
E.coli was the most important cause of urinary tract infection at the rate of 43.9 % followed
by Klebsiella at the rate of 15.3%, then coagulase negative Staphylococcus at the rate of 13.3
%, then Proteus at the rate of 11.2 %

The most effective antibiotics on negative Gram bacteria were Ceftazidime, then Amikacin,
then Gentamicin; and the most effective ones on Gram positive bacteria were Cephalexin,
then Amikacin, then Gentamicin; whereas Ampicillin and Amoxicillin were the least effective
antibiotics on both kinds of bacteria.

* Professor, Department of Laboratory Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Aleppo University,
Aleppo, Syria.

** Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Faculty of Medicine, Tishreen
University, Lattakia, Syria.
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