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O ABSTRACT O

Our study, which was performed in AL-ASSAD University Hospital in Lattakia from
4\2004 to 4\2005, included 54 newborn infants who suffered from prenatal Asphyxia. The
number of infants was 16.6 % of admissions at incubator department.

The male to female ratiowas 2 : 1.
The most frequent risk factors were

- Previous abortions 35 %.
- Urogenital infections 35 %.
- Prematurity 31.5 %.

Cesarean deliveries ratio was equal to vaginal deliveries. So the type of delivery was not a
risk factor.
The patients were divided to 3 degrees according to severity of injury:

- Mild: in 22 % of cases.

- Moderate: in 48 %.

- Severe: in 30 %.
Seizures occurred in 44 % of infants, and 37 % of infants were hypotonic. Acidosis was
found in all infants, whose blood gases have got early during 30 minutes. We found out
that increasing CPK was the most sensitive laboratory indicator of hypoxia with a rate of
94.5 %. We also found the radio of pathological present in early cranial ultrasound in 37 %
of patients, and in cranial C.T done after the first week of life in 37.3 % of patients.
Mortality rate was 27.8 %. We could follow-up most of patients after discharge and neural
sequelae were found in 25 % of them. 33.3 % of the damaged infants were premature.

Key words: Perinatal Asphyxia, Hypoxic Ischemic Encephalopathy, Seizures, Cerebral
Palsy, Apgar Score, Hypotonia.
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