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O ABSTRACT 0O

The records of 46 neonates proven septicemia were retrospectively studied.
Patients could be divided in 2 groups: in group 1 (25 infants) a positive blood culture
was obtained before one day of life; in group 2 (31 infants) a positive blood culture was
obtained between day 1 and 28. The sensitivity of available chemical and
bacteriological tests and the efficacy of the initial antibiotic treatment were examined in
both groups. Of the 25 germs isolated in patients from group 1; 84% were gram positive
bacteria and 88% were susceptible to ampicillin. Of the 26 germs isolated in patients
from group 2; 77.5% were susceptible to cefotaxime. Bacterial tests (gastric aspiration,
feces culture) had a better sensitivity than early biochemical tests (C reactive protein ).

*Associated Professor — Pediatiatrics Department — Faculty Of Medicine -Tishreen University-
Lattakia- Syria.
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