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O ABSTRACT 0O

Introduction : Premature rupture of membranes (PROM) occurs in 10% of
pregnancies , while 3-5% of pregnancies are complicated with Preterm rupture of
membranes (PPROM) .

Aim : To study the role of uterine cervix injuries in PROM .

Materials and Methods :This is a case-control retrospective study conducted at
Obstetrics and Gynecology Department at Al-Assad and Tishreen University Hospitals ,
Lattakia , Syria, during the period between January 2015 — July 2017 .

The case group consisted of 90 PROM patients with a history or a physical
examination suggesting a cervical traumatic injury after exclusion the traditional risk
factors of premature rupture of membranes,

The control group consisted of 50 healthy pregnant women who successfully
completed the pregnancy without PROM.

Results : Most premature rupture of membranes cases occur before 37 gestational
age . Delivery within 24 hours occurs in 85% of PROM cases and 49.2% of PPROM cases
. There is a significant relation between prior home delivery , difficult delivery , uterine
cervical tearing and conization of uterine cervix and the incidence of premature rupture of
membranes(P<0.05) .

No relationship was found between prior curettage , fetomegaly , recent pregnancy
cervical cerclage and the incidence of premature rupture of membranes (P>0.05) .

Conclusion : Uterine cervix injury is a major cause of premature rupture of
membranes . All pregnant women should be educated about the importance of perinatal
medical care .

Keywords : premature rupture of membranes , uterine cervix injury .
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