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O ABSTRACT 0O

The main objective of the study is to apply external fixators (A.O) as an initial
treatment until treatment is completed and evaluated to obtain the best therapeutic results,
and to compare with available global studies. The study included patients with open tibial
fractures (non-articular) resulting from war injuries in the ambulatory department at Al-
Assad University Hospital and Tishreen University Hospital in Latakia and management
by external fixators (A.O) from the beginning until the end of the treatment between 2012
and 2017. The study included 35 patients (39 cases), 31 of them males and 4 females aged
between 20 and 58 years. (8 cases, 20.5%) were bullet and (31 cases, 79.4%) were hit by
an explosive. Injuries were assessed according to the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) classification. The major injuries were high-energy in 21 cases, 53.8%,
massive injuries 13 cases, 33.3%, and low-energy cases in 5 cases, 12.8%. The mean
duration of Healing was 24 weeks, while the functional results were good in 32 cases 82%
and the accepted 5 cases 12.8% while the bad was in two cases 5.1%. We conclude from
the study that external fixation is an important and very good option in managing open
fractures caused by war injuries if not the best and only option to manage such injuries in a
safe and easy method.
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