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O ABSTRACT 0O

Lymph node metastasis is considered an adverse prognostic factor in breast cancer.
The molecular mechanisms controlling tumor metastasis are complex. However, there are
many evidences supporting the direct involvement of chemokines and their receptors
(CCRY7) in this process. Therefore, the aim of this study is to assess CCR7 expression in
both primary tumor and lymph nodes. RNA was isolated using Acidic Phenol method
from 12 formalin fixed paraffin embedded breast cancer specimens ( 5 primary tumors, 7
lymph nodes), and then CCR7 expression was assessed by RT-PCR using specific primers
for CCR7 receptor and the positive control GAPDH. The results have reveald no
significant importance in the difference of CCR7 mRNA expression between positive and
negative lymph nodes or between metastatic and non-metastatic primry tumors (P>0.05).
However, with this small number of specimens, the results can not rule out the role of
CCRY expression in lymph node metastasis. Moreover, the current study should associate
with the study of protein
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