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O ABSTRACT 0O

Background: infection control is an important issue in dental offices since patients
and dental staff are regularly exposed to water and other wastes especially microbial
wastes generated from dental units. This study aims to evaluate the potential microbial
wastes in dental chair unit surfaces and in output water.

Materials and methods: 245 swabs were taken from dental chair unit surfaces (5
swabs per day) for one weekof work and good sterilization.Also, one sample was taken
from output water in a general dentist office. After that, the bacterial culture was done.

Results: the results of this study show that most microorganisms in water sample are
Fungi, Bacillus cereus, Staphylococcus, Streptococcus, Pseudomonas, E coli, Enterobacter
and Klebsiella. The number of positive swabs were39/245 distributed as follows: 10/39 in
cuspidor, 6/39 in operation tray, 4/39 in dental light handle, 7/39 in assistant control, 5/39
in the faucet, 4/39 in air and water syringes and 3/39 in the chair.

Conclusion: The quality of the dental chair unit and the waterlines must be
considered very important. So, a special care should be given to all the parts of the dental
office represented in sterilization andsanitation.

Key words: microbial wastes, infection control, dental chair units, water lines.
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