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O ABSTRACT 0O

Purpose: To study the value of cervical length measured by vaginal ultrasound in 2"
or 3" trimester of pregnancy in predicting preterm birth.

Setting: Tishreen University Hospital, Lattakia, Syria.

Methods: We measured the cervical length of 308 pregnant "pregnancy age between
24-34 weeks" by vaginal ultrasound. We followed them till birth.

Results: In the study sample the preterm birth rate was 10.08%. The rate of preterm
birth declined as the cervical length increased (preterm birth rate was 55.56% for cervical
length between 20-24 mm and 9.43% for cervical length between 30-34 mm). The rate of
preterm birth was lower for the longer cutoff value.

The sensitivity of cutoff value "25 mm" was poor, but with good specificity
(16.13%, 98.56% respectively).

Conclusion: The cervical length is a good predictor for preterm birth. The cutoff
value (<25 mm) has good specificity and negative predictive value.

Key Words: Premature, Preterm Birth, Cervical Length, Second Trimester, Vaginal
Ultrasound.
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