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O ABSTRACT 0O

Objective: A mass arising in the mid-cheek region may often be overlooked as a rare
accessory lobe parotid neoplasm> this report serves to revisit the topic of accessory parotid
gland neoplasms to emphasize proper management, particularly the surgical aspects, so
that consequences of salivary fistula, facial nerve paralysis, and recurrence are avoided.

Methods: this is a retrospective review of four accessory parotid gland neoplasms
and five other masses mimicking this lesion.

Results: over a 6 year period, we have encountered four true accessory lobe tumors,
all pleomorphic adenomas. All were removed through a wide parotidectomy-style
approach modified by extending incisions anterosuperiorly and inferoanteriorly. The only
complication was a minor salivary fistula in one patient. There were no permanent facial
paralyses.

Conclusions: accessory parotid gland neoplasms are rare and may present as
innocuous extraparotid mid-cheek masses. A high index of suspicion, prudent diagnostic
skills, including (FNA) followed by computed tomography (CT), and meticulous surgical
approach (extended parotidectomy-style incision and limited peripheral nerve dissection
when possible) are the keys to successful management of these lesions.

Key Words: accessory parotid gland, parotid neoplasms, cheek masses, preauricular
tumors.
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