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O ABSTRACT 0O

Introduction: As nursing develop with regard to science, knowledge & practice and
nursing responsibilities increase, critical thinking- the ability to question and make rational
decisions- becomes even more important. Whereas, critical thinking requires that all
thoughts and actions be examined objectively, in patient care almost all actions require
decision making, and problem solving. Critical thinking is an essential element in decision
making which involves choices, and problem solving which requires analysis. Through
critical thinking skills, a nurse manager can become a transformational leader. She can
challenge the routine nursing practices now, develop a more robust understanding of any
problem underlying causes, and develop her leadership skills as well as develop more
creative solutions when using critical thinking. Although, critical thinking skills are more
important but there were few studies both English and Arabic and there was no study in
Syria concerned with critical thinking skills that must used by nurse mangers to do their
role effectively, for that this study was conducted and aimed to assess critical thinking
skills of nurse managers in Al- Assad university hospital and Al- Wattany hospital in
Lattakia.

The study was conducted in Al- Assad university and Al- Wattany hospitals in
Lattakia. Whereas, The study sample consisted of 21 nurse managers , and 80 nurses from
both hospitals. The results of this study showed that there were positive convergence
between nurses 'viewpoints and nurse managers ' viewpoints in both hospitals and that
nurse managers used critical thinking skills in their practice.

Key words: Critical thinking, critical thinking skills, decision making, problem solving.

*Assistant Professor- Department of Nursing Administration- Faculty of nursing- Tishreen University-
Lattakia- Syria.
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