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O ABSTRACT 0O

Vitamin C is one of the vitamins play vital roles for human health. Because human body is
not able to make it, it is very necessary to get vitamin C from foods. Orange is one of the
best sources of vitamin C.

However, vitamin C concentration in oranges may be affected by different factors.

The aim of this study was to determine ascorbic acid concentration in Navel and Valencia
oranges grown in different areas in Lattakia city, during different stages of maturity and
using two analytical methods.

The results obtained from this study showed that both of growth area and the stages of
maturity had a statistically significant effect on ascorbic acid concentration in studied
oranges, while the cultivation difference and the analytical method didn’t have any
significant impact on its concentration.

Key words: Ascorbic acid, Navel oranges, Valencia oranges, DCPIP, HPLC, ripening
stage, analytical methods, cultivar.
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