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0O ABSTRACT O

The objective of this study is to identify some local clinical, morphologic and laboratory
features of the duodenal ulcer in Syrian patients. From March 1999 to July 2001 we
enrolled 114 patients (93 males and 21 females) presented uncomplicated duodenal ulcer
confirmed by upper gastro intestinal endoscopy. We found that duodenal ulcer affects
males more than females with sex ratio 4.4, The majority is between twenty and forty
years old.

The abdominal pain was the most important symptom, 97% of patients suffered from it.
And the abdominal pain may be typical pain syndrome or not, most of patients (79%)
presented untypical pain syndrome, while only 21% of, them presented typical pain
syndrome. Vomiting was the second symptom 18% patients.

One third of our patients developed the DU during autumn while there was no

significant difference between the other seasons.
One half of our patients are considered as a chronic smoker. Only one fifth of patients

has a positive family history of DU.

Morphologically the round ulcer was more frequent than the other forms of ulcer (63%).
The ulcer was located on the anterior face of the bulb in 75% of our patients.

Only for patients (3.5%) had more than one duodenal ulcer (multiple ulcers).

The rapid urease testing detected. The helicobacter. pylori infection in 86% of our
patients. And the true presence of the infection arrived up to 97% when we used the

histology.

*Associated Professor at Department of internal Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Tishreen Un. -

Lattakia - Syria
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