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[0 ABSTRACT [

During 18 months amiodarone was administrated to 39 patients who admitted to Al-Assad
University Hospital in Lattakia between 1/6/1996-30/11/1997. The patients were treated in LCAL
or department of internal diseases because they had arrhythmias need to treat with amiodarone. The
goal was cardioversion or at least decreasing of ventricular response. This goal achieved in 88% of
patients with atrial fibrillation and in 77% of patients with supraventricular tachycardia and in 83%
of patients with atrial flutter, and in 56% of patients with ventricular tachycardia. After that, side
effects of long-term amiodarone therapy were assessed in 31 patients during 12 months. Only five
patients (16%) need to stop amiodarone therapy, because they developed side effects. 26 patients
(84%) continue amiodarone therapy without any problem.

" Lecturer, Department of Internal Diseases—Faculty of Medicine-Tishreen U niversity-Lattakia—Syria.
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