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O ABSTRACT O

Pleural effusion is a common condition and diagnosis of the cause is often
difficult.

The Relative frequency of causes of pleural effusion are known to vary in
different parts of the world.

This prompted us to study the causes of pleural effusion in Lattakia and also to
evaluate the laboratory methods currently being used in our hospital for the diagnosis
of this condition.

This study was based on prospective survey of /55/ consecutive patients
presented with pleural effusion who were admitted to pediatric word from years 1993-
1996 thirty two /32/ were male and /23/ girls. There ages ranged from 2-13 A clinical
history was obtained and a physical examination carried out for every patient.

A chest radiograph was obtained. And pleural fluid was aspirated and its
appearance noted. Protein and glucose contents were measured, white blood cells
and differential counts was obtained and the fluid was subjected to cytological
examination.

e Pleural biopsy was carried out with abcastelain needle in most cases.
Atuberculim test was carried out with 0.1 ml of PPD and the result was considered
positive when afier 72 hours 10 mm of indication or more was seen.

This study indicates clearly. That tuberculosis is still the most common single
cause of pleural effusion in Lattakia. '

e The glucose concentration ranged from 20 mi/100 ml to over than 100

gm/100ml while in /30/ cases to empyema it ranged from 10 mg/100ml to
20mg/100ml.

"Lecturer in department of Infants — Medicine Faculty- Tishreen University — Lattakia - Syria.
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