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0 ABSTRACT O

To distinguish between ischemic and nonischemic dilated cardiomyopathy
(DCM), we studied /43/ patients with lefi ventricular dysfunction (15 ischemic and 28
nonischemic ~ detected by coronary —angiography) by Dobutamine  stress
echocardiography However, either at rest or with low-dose Dobutamine, individual
data largely overlapped At peak dose, in ischemic DCM, regional contraction
worsened in many normal or dyssynergic regions at rest (in latter case after
improvement with low-dose Dobutamine); in conirast, in nonischemic DCM, further
mild improvement was observed in a variable number of left ventricular areas. Our
data show that analysis of regional contraction by Dobutamine stress
echocardiography can distinguish between ischemic and nonischemic DCM.
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