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ABSTRACT

Upper Gastrointestinal bleeding can be defined as any non occult
bleeding originating from any part of the digestive tract between the upper
oesphagus and the ligament of Treitz, it presents as hamatemesis and/or
melena.

The degree of bleeding ranges from a cupful of blood (60 ml) to 30-40
per cent of blood volume.

In  85-90 percent of cases, the cause of bleeding is: peptic ulcer,
gastritis, oesphargeal varices, or Mallory Weiss tears. :

The diagnotic procedure of choice is fiber optic endoscopy, other
procedures which may be used in some cases are: gastric aspiratioa, Barium X
ray, and angiography, about 85 percent of bleeding episodes stop
spontaneously. Mortality rate is 10-15 percent, the causes of death are:
exsanguination, sever associated disease, and post operative mortality>

In Al-Assad University Hospital 97 patients with upper gastrointestinal
bleeding have studied, 42% were more than 50 years old, 70% were shocked at
admission, and 35% have used anti inflammatory drugs, the diagnosis depend
on fiber optic endocopy. '

The causes of bleeding were: peptic ulcer 52.5%, gastritis 23%,
oesphageal varices' 9% and Mallory Weiss tears 6%. 9 percent of patients had
gone under operation.

The mortality rate was 12% nearly.
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