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O ABSTRACT 0O

At the second half of the twentieth century, after the increasing calls of the west, to
globalize human civilization in various fields and sections, a new architectural features and
forms appears similar in many geographical regions, including the Arab region. On the
other side, numbers of architects have started calls to benefit traditions, and went back to
use architectural heritage in the elevations and in processing constructed buildings. Hence
the concept of sustainability appeared, especially in its social dimensions to emphasize the
link of the history and the heritage of the region.

Under the impact of such conflict, many buildings appear to be influenced by
heritage, while others came up as a result of sustainability concept and its devotion for the
relationship with the heritage in an environmental, social frame. Those buildings
represented architectural phenomena, which deserved to stand by and observe it closely.

This research will highlight some examples of contemporary Arab experiences,
which inspired its architectural features and environmental characteristics from Arab
traditional architecture, in an attempt to acknowledge the impact of sustainability on the
shape changings in contemporary Arab architecture, and how it meets the demands to
construct sustainable contemporary architecture that match the environmental, social,
economic and even cultural elements for the region of the architecture.

Key words: architectural heritage - the concept of sustainability - contemporary
architecture - traditional Arab architecture - change shape.
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