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O ABSTRACT 0O

Most cities are experiencing a rapid urban expansion, often spontaneously. In the city of
Lattakia, urban communities spread and grew at random and accelerated without study or
organization at the expense of agricultural land, these communities imposed new
challenges on the concerned authorities and municipalities, the need arose to regulate and
guide this growth. Therefor this research started from the question of determining the
optimal future directions for the urban expansion of Lattakia until 2035 and the most
suitable areas for this expansion through the use of spatial analysis methodology and
modern techniques in geographic information systems that give sufficient indicators and a
"complete Which gives a "complete” view of the urban environment of the city and its
surroundings. The study will discuss the methodology used to study the areas of city
expansion, and then assess the spatial relevance of these areas using the spatial analysis
methodology, which includes the study of the factors influencing the expansion and the
most suitable areas.

Monitoring, study and analysis revealed that there is a lack of methodology for
determining the future urban expansion areas, the future of this expansion until (2035) is
the north and north-east direction, with the possibility of expansion eastward. The research
stressed the need to develop the stages of study and determine the mechanisms of urban
expansion and follow the analytical methodology takes into account the factors affecting it.
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