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O ABSTRACT 0O

Both maintenance and preservation of architectural and urban heritage are considered
as the most important steps and procedures employed to sustain the original values in the
modern city. Due to their effect and impact upon the traditional tissue in terms of their
harmony and homogeneity with this tissue, the call to preserve archaeological and
historical buildings is inseparable from the call to upgrade the environment where such
buildings are located. Thus, this showcases such heritage and extremely helps in protecting
it from either extinction or the deformity caused by modern urban sprawl and its random
penetration of this tissue through the main routes across it up to its very core. Hence, the
concern with this transitional area between the traditional tissue and the modern tissue
becomes an inevitable necessity. The problems that these areas suffer from are one of the
problems facing the old city where discord lies between the v image of the historical
building and the image of the new building in terms of both color and style. As a result,
this negatively affects the historical building as it makes it lose its architectural value. This
emphasizes the necessity to shed light on such areas while studying old cities.
Accordingly, one of the most important recommendations in order to solve the problems of
the urban heritage is to pay attention to the areas separating between the old and the new.
This can be achieved through a study that defines an area that maintains the dominance of
the old city. Such areas can be called the (transitional areas). In order to achieve the
aforementioned aims of the research, the research will deal with old Damascus city and its
surrounding, in addition to modern architectural interventions which had led to such
deformity.

Key words: transitional areas, traditional tissue, optical pollution.
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