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O ABSTRACT O

The Research focuses on the historic value of Souq Al-Sagha al-Bzourya, which has
a central location in the old city of Damascus,to the south of the Umayyad mosque. During
the Ottoman period, Damascus was one of the most important provincials' cities, the
commiercial remained an important function, as witnessed by a number of Khans. The old
city has 16 khans related to the ottoman period, 7 of them in the studied market.

The study compares between the historic Khans and defines their Changes(design
and construction) ,what are the similar and different elements and when they have been
built; Additions and Changes. The studied Khans are: Khan Assad Bacha, Khan al- Ruz,
Khan al- Amoud, Khan al- Sanouber, Khan al- Tutun, Khan al- Sudrani, and Khan al-
Saferjalani.

The Changes of the constructions before and after the 18™ century were a witness of,
the modernizing of the khans ,which give an additional view of the new development of
the planning of the Market (souge) Al —Sagha Al- Bzourya and its khans, and Khan al-
Amoud is an example of this changes, from a design with an open courtyard to the covered
hall.

The studied market (souq) was a part of the city planning and the modernizing of the
caravansaries(khans) were a part of the economic and commercial development of the city
and its rehabilitation.

Key Words: Khans in Damascus 18 century, Bidestan construction, modernizing and
rehabilitations of the Market Al —Sagha Al- Bzourya

*Associate Professor, Department of the History and Theories of Architecture, Faculty of
Architectural Engineering, Tishreen University, Lattakia, Syria.
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