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  ABSTRACT    

 
Several cities around the world have been witnessing new architectural 

interventions on their historical buildings, which include every architectural process of 

change, addition to or removal of these buildings, whether affecting interior or exterior 

parts. 

These interventions didn't exclude the old city of Damascus which is known as the 

lap of the cultures and many historical buildings. One of the most important buildings is 

AL-Azem palace. It contained the French institute of the Orient studies during the French 

legation, when Michel Ecochard who came to Damascus shortly after finishing his study in 

the 1930s was commissioned to design a residence for the head of the institute in one of 

the yards of the palace. Within the process of restoration assigned to him after the fire 

caused by the shelling of the area of Sidy Amood in 1925, he constructed the new building 

after the modern style which prevailed at that time. 

For this reason it was important to analyze and study this building in-depth in a way 

to make a historical and architectural comparison for it and to respond to some questions 

about its harmony with the structure of AL-Azem palace in the period of its construction 

and the possibility of accepting it in the period in which it was constructed, and the 

importance of preserving it in the meantime on the base of the international charters for 

conservation of the architectural heritage. 
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