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O ABSTRACT 0O

The Syrian commercial fleet witnessed a notable development in the last quarter of
the twentieth century in terms of size, tonnage, number and type, but at the beginning of
the new century it began to suffer some difficulties caused by economic, administrative
and technical reasons such as the age of the fleet, weakening its ability to compete and
creating numerous crises, which defied all attempts to solve them.

Making things more difficult was the fact that the international maritime conventions
and their new amendments were in due time for application. This imposed commitments
on the fleet, creating a need for high expertise and the use of modern high-tech expensive
equipment, and also leading to administrative and financial difficulties and an inability to
commit to the new requirements. These difficulties were increased by the fact that
international ports state-control, which was tied to regional and international
understandings, became extreme in the application of these conventions and their
amendments, rules and regulations, and giving less room for ships and companies, making
the ship under continuous and heavy control.

In this research, the status of the fleet is studied by analyzing the causes of the
current crisis both technically and financially, and the age of the fleet, in order to benefit
from them in the future and to avoid similar crises.

Key words: Syrian commercial fleet, Annual development, Five-year-development, Gross
tonnage, Net tonnage, Deadweight, Average length
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1- Introduction of Paris memorandum of understanding (MOU) on port state control, Paris,
1982.

2- Paris Memorandum Of Understanding "Paris MOU", Annual reports, Paris, 1982-
2001.
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