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O ABSTRACT 0O

Oil is the pollutant with the longest history of international attention and vessel-
source pollution is the most famous internationally regulated area of marine pollution.
Ship-related oil pollution is attributed mostly to operational discharges which have
consistently overshadowed accidental discharges. Most operational spills stem from ship-
routine operations such as loading and discharging of cargoes, receiving bunkers,
ballasting and deballasting, tank washing, and are caused by broken hoses, defective
valves, overfilling of tanks, leaks from manifold flanges etc, along with the human
intervention. Apparently the majority of these incidents happen either close to the
mainland or within port areas and terminal stations resulting usually in small spills which
are being tackled by the local authorities and are seldom reported. Accidental oil spills are
the result of collisions, groundings, explosions, hull and machinery damage, war
operations.

In this paper we analyze 295 cases of ship incidents that caused or likely to cause oil
pollution in the Mediterranean Sea during the period 1981-2000 to determine the types of
these ships and the causes of these accidents and to conclude the procedures that may come
useful in facing these accidents.

Key words: marine environment pollution, Petroleum pollution, Mediterranean Sea
incidents.
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