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O ABSTRACT 0O

Since the emergence of ancient civilizations man has instinctively sought for the
construction of high-rise buildings for either defensive or religious purposes, so man built
the pyramids in ancient Egypt and the first high-rise buildings in the desert of Yemen.
Since the beginning of the twentieth century, the desire to rise and build the tallest
skyscraper in the world formed one area of competition between states. Since the
beginning of the 21" the race started between the Arab Gulf states and China over the title
of the tallest skyscraper in the world. The question today is: what other horizons do the
twenty first century architects want to reach?

From what is mentioned above, the objectives of the current study is to put forth a
holistic understanding of the high-rise buildings and to carry out a thorough review of that
phenomenon which is spreading rapidly in the major cities of the Arab world. This will
enable us to draw the policies for high-rise buildings in Syria through the development of
standards and guidelines after reviewing the Gulf experience.

Keywords: Skyscraper, Tall Buildings, Towers, High-rise buildings, Syria.
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