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O ABSTRACT O

In its attempt to be both contemporary and true to its origin, Arabic art uses
traditional Arabic elements and contemporary Western ones. Traditional elements of
painting- graphic sculpture- and postals were popular, though mostly in an immature or
disorganized way.

A Dbrief comparison between Western art and Arabic art shows that old Art
Academies from which distinguished artists, faithful to Western intellectual values have
graduated, ostracized any artist that did not follow their academic values. At the same time,
Arabic Islamic culture was moving away from figuration and to focus, instead, on the
spiritual dimension as well as on architecture, the art of books and drawing in books. Thus,
schools of Islamic miniatures, whose perspective was different from the European
perspective, appeared.

Nevertheless, the use of local and traditional elements did directly appropriately
benefit from the techniques of Western schools. Arab artists need to experiment and
restudy the traditional heritage and classify it, aided by critics, conferences and
symposium.

Keywords: Arabic Local Art

"“Teaching Assistant, Department of Design, Faculty of Architecture, Tishreen University, Lattakia,
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