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V ABSTRACT V

Tourism is one of the most important sectors upon which the national income in
many countries of the world. Tourism has become today a real industry, basic and
important factor in sustainable economic development. In many developing countries,
traditional markets which content the traditional handicraft production represent a major
sector of employment for youth, it is an important sector of the export economy of those
countries.

Syria has many traditional markets and handicrafts that reflect it's culture, history,
and diverse cultural heritage. It is one of the most important tourist attractions in Syria and
a key component of the cultural heritage, which emphasizes the cultural identity.
Maintaining and developing these crafts are the task and the main part of the tourism
programs, in order to achieve economic support and create jobs for local communities.
Syria has all the ingredients that help promote this industry to a global level.

The current study is based on the assumption that there is a natural relationship
between handicrafts and tourism, and that there is mutual benefit in the creation and
promotion of a private to support the other. This study addresses the current realities and
challenges faced the handicraft sector and traditional markets in Damascus, Aleppo and
Deir Ezzor, to provide a strategy for development and revitalization of this sector and to
meet the needs of the cultural tourism better.

Keywords: Cultural tourism, heritage markets, traditional handicrafts, Syria.
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