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  ABSTRACT    

 

Khans constitute one of the most important buildings throughout history, because of 

their  important role in the economic life. 

They were marked by the enormity of construction, area, and  also by details and 

architectural elements either in the unique forms of gates, the interior spaces, courtyards 

and openings internal windows and doors. 

Khans gates formed unique architectural panels of beauty and richness by their 

decoration. They  formed an important subject worthy of studying  and research. 

Khans flourished significantly as Aleppo was one of the most important commercial cities 

throughout history, because of its important geographical location, something which 

distinguished it from other cities., especially during the Ottoman era, which saw the 

construction of more than fifty Khans inside the city. These khans were established during 

different periods of the Ottoman era, which seem similar in the general plan, but different 

in details depending on the period of construction. This resulted in different models with 

different details, as  reflected in the varied forms of gates in size, decoration and 

architectural details. 

Khan gates in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were marked by the big 

dimension, the intensity of motifs, and rich architectural details influenced clearly by the 

Mamluk architecture. 

In comparison, during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries  seemed more simple, 

less massive than its predecessors, and even devoid of decoration. 

The effects of European architecture were clear on the gates of Khans in the end of 

the Ottoman era in the early twentieth century. 

As a result, khans gates in Aleppo during the Ottoman era waere characterized by 

diversity in size, configuration and architectural details, which must be recognized in any 

restoration project, in order to preserve the original features and the characteristic of these 

monuments. 
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1 )Elisseeff . 1990. P1010)) 
"khan: a word of Persian origin designating on the one hand a staging – post and lodging on the main 
communication routes, on the other a warehouse, later a hostelry in the more important urban centres". 

 (.171. ص1891. 1(انظر ) نعيسة. ج2
 (.77.ص1891(حول أصل الخانات انظر )يحيي. 3
 (.111. ص 1891( انظر )الحمصي. 4
 (.77.ص1891( انظر )يحيي, 5
 (.77. ص1891(انظر )يحيي, 6
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م بإدارة السير ريتشارد أوزبورن 1391م, كما تأسست شركة الشرق البريطانية سنة 1378ول قنصلية للبندقية في حلب عام تأسست أ)7

م, وأسس ريتشارد فوستر أول قنصلية بريطانية بحلب وبلغ ازدهار 1397كانت مهمتها متابعة شؤون التجارة في الدولة العثمانية في عام 

, وكانت حلب مركز قنصل عام فرنسا في بلاد 1111خمسين شركة انجليزية للتجارة كانت تعمل فيها عام  الأعمال التجارية في حلب أن  

, وبعد حصول هولندا على امتيازات من الاب العالي تأسست أول قنصلية 1178الشام ومن أوائل القناصل الفرنسية فيها فارس أرفيو عام 

م ومركزها حلب. للمزيد عن علاقات حلب التجارية مع الدول 1197رية لبلاد المشرق عام لها في حلب ثم تأسست الشركة الهولندية التجا

 (81إلى  81, ص 1881الأجنبية انظر )الرفاعي, 
 (.19. ص1881( انظر )شعث. 8
 (.13.ص1777. 1انظر )غاوبه, ؛ فيرت. ج )9

 (.718. ص1888( انظر )دافيد. 10
 (.71. ص 1887( انظر )حجار. 11
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 (.13. ص1897مصي. ( انظر )الح12
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 (.11. ص1873( انظر )الريحاوي, عبد القادر. 13
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