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The Heroic Subject in Arabic Flok Painting

Dr. Abdul-Hakim ALHUSSENI"
O ABSTRACT O

Since the end of the eighteenth century, Arabic flok painting was
the only one that contained the human living elements, distributed in the
houses of villages and coffee-houses, and public bathes(sauna).

The flok artist could illustrate the good needs and mythological
heroes from the Arabic past, beauties, and mythological animals and
creatures.

It has two kinds: The printed flok painting, and the painting on
glass, and it is in six groups: the heroic painting, painting of love and
Platonic love, painting that has religious subjects, or laments, and the
painting that explains flok tale (syrat).

The interest of the artists was continuously repaired to the life and
the good deeds of Antara 1Ibn Shaddad, and Abi Zaid Al-hilalyi, Zir
Salem, Diab Ibn Ghanem, and the Imam Ali Ibn Abi Taleb (may God
bless him).

And it has two kinds of the expression on the hero:

- The first kind: the scene of the armed horseman who rides his horse,
and another armed one taking leave of him.
- The second kind: the scene of fighting between two fighters.

One of the most famous folk artist was the Syrian artist Mohammed
Harb (Abi Subhi Al-Tinawi), he drew the persons as he imagined not as
he saw them, by giving the distinctive features of the human body and the
animals, and he was flotering the things without drawing the perspective,
and he inclined to draw the architectural and symmetrical things, and
gave a great value to coloring and drawing with hot colors.

*Lecturer at Department of Architectural Design, Faculty of Architecture, Tishreen University,
Lattakia, Syria.
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