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O ABSTRACT 0O

The architectural character of the schools in the Islamic Ages influenced by many
factors including: first cultural factors, civilizations pre-Islamic: Sassanian in Iraq,
Byzantine and Hellenistic in Syria. Secondly environmental factors, we mean here the
climate and building materials that have affected the formations prevailing, for example
covered patios prevailed in cold regions, while the open patios used in temperate and
desert regions. While the availability of local building materials serve to in the adoption of
a particular style building: at a time we find the prevalence of clay or earth architecture in
Irag, Stone Architecture diffused in both Egypt and Syria. Thirdly, the political factors that
also play a role in shaping the schools character, where the rules effected on the
architecture. So Egypt in Tulunid was affected by Iraqi architecture due to Ahmad lbn
Tulun who was the ruler from Iragi origin.

However, there were other factors which contributed to create the difference between
schools building at the same time; The architecture in Egypt differ from its contemporary
in Syria even it was different in the same place among cities, the architecture in Aleppo
didn't like the ones in Damascus. So we wonder about the importance of the local effects
on designing early schools during the Islamic era.

In this paper, we will recite the evolution of Islamic school throughout history, then
we'll focus on the local effects of the place such as the climate and regional building
material, as well as the effective factors on the architecture characters generally, finally, we
will study the character of school building in Islamic eras in order to find the most
powerful factors that are affected on building schools throughout various Islamic eras.

Keywords: Islamic schools, local effects, architectural character
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