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0o ABSTRACT O

This research is based on the Constructivist approach, which sees that the identity is
socially-constructed rather than being determined and primordial, the research aims to
demystify the transformations of the identity in Syria between the being of the authority of
what is conceived on one hand, and the process of rebuilding the reality on the other, the
transition from an “identity in itself" which has a subjective existence found with the
founding the state-entity, reaching an "identity for itself" which its individuals are aware
being affiliated to it.

The awareness of this "identity for itself* is enhanced throughout two interlinked
dynamisms, First: the domestic policies which participated in recognizing the National
Personality through the crystallization of a mechanical social cluster in the sociological
term of overlapping consensus over a national-political-economic community, and Second:
the realpolitik based on the rational national interests, which by turn enhanced recognizing
the difference with the friend and the enemy alike, and repositioned the conceivable
authority about the national authority. These two dynamism coincided with the
consolidation of the Westphalian system of nation-state in the Arab world.

This research concludes that sub-national identities and transnational identities (pan-Arab,
Kurdish, Islamic, pan-Syrian /Bilad al-Sham) are essential components of the Syrian
national identity and are part of it, not the other way around. We are facing an overlap
similar to chemical reactions, so that once the elements meet until they lose their first
properties and then turn into a new compound that contains the properties of the
constituent elements but does not coincide with any of them, this compound is nothing but
the Syrian national identity, which in the end is only a "social constructed” . Hence, the
continuous intervention to give one characteristic its supremacy over other characteristics,
generates a conflictual reaction and an imbalance between the elements.

Key words: Syrian Identity, Arab World, National Identity, Reason of State, State-
building, Pan-Arabism, Politics of Notables.
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