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o ABSTRACT o

Since 2009, Eastern Mediterranean basin has attracted the attention of the international
energy markets following its massive offshore gas discoveries. Given the pairing relation
between the economic and political behaviors in international relations, it is not expected
for this region to gain the access into international gas markets, mainly the market of
European Union, in isolation from the fierce conflict of interests of regional parties,
particularly amid an environment of geopolitical tensions.

This paper aims to study the behaviors of the countries of Eastern Mediterranean that are
actively involved in actual investment of the offshore fields (Turkey, Greece, Cyprus,
Egypt and “Israel”), based on the strategies, treaties, conventions and actions of these
parties, i'n order to reach comprehension of the geopolitical reality of the region. The study
showed that the discovered gas reserves did not contribute to pave the way for an extensive
cooperation between regional parties; nor to eliminate their traditional tensions. In
contrary, gas discoveries has enhanced the geopolitical tension and increased tendencies
towards escalation between the growing alliances of Greece, the Republic of Cyprus,
“Israel” and Egypt on one side; Turkey and Northern Cyprus on the other side.
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