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o ABSTRACT O

The continental shelf is one of the areas of great economic importance in the international
law of the sea ,The legal regime of this area has evolved in several stages, both in
international conventions (Convention on the Continental Shelf. 1958 and the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 1982) Or through decisions of international
tribunals in international disputes relating to this region, This research will discuss the
evolution of the international legal regime of the continental shelf area in terms of its
origin, its limits and the rights and obligations of States on it , We will also analyze
conflicts related to the opposite or adjacent coasts, and then review the methods provided
by international law for the pacific settlement of these disputes , and summarize the most
important principles and rules agreed upon in this regard.
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