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O ABSTRACT 0O

As a result of the shift of basic emphasis of the government general budget through
its stages of development and transformation from the traditional budget phase to a
programmes and performance phase, then to planning and programming budget, the
Syrian government's accountancy system needs correction. This is all the more so,
because of the requirements of great expansion in government spending. It is also
necessary to pay more attention to rationalization of government current expenditure in
the administrative units as they are mostly service organizations that depend on current
expenditure within an accountancy system, which is confined to financial and legal
monitoring regardless of efficiency and effectiveness. Such a situation leads to
overspending and waste of government resources. This study deals with the status of
government current expenditure in order to rationalize expenditure and direct it towards
development.

The study seeks to cast light on studies and advanced systems of government
accountancy in order to be able to analyze the Syrian government's accountancy system
based on determiners of authenticity of financial records and data represented by basic
the Financial Act issued in the legislative decree /92/ in 1967, together with the financial
regulations already in force. The paper also reviews the status of the Syrian budget and
current expenditure, both in approximate and real terms, relative to economic indicators.
A lot of interviews with government accountants and questionnaires were done in support
of the results of this study.

*instructor at the Accountancy Department, Faculty of Economics, Damascus University- Damascus-
Syria.
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