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O ABSTRACT 0O

Disclosure is used in accountancy as an expression of presenting necessary &
sufficient information about the economic units to the present and potential stakeholders.
The purpose of this study is to measure the level of the voluntary disclosure in the annual
reports of the Syrian joint stock companies that listed in Damascus Securities Exchange.
The Study have tested a checklist of 60 points representing the basic elements of the
voluntary disclosure applied on the 2009 annual reports of 15 Syrian joint stock listed
companies. The positive approach is used to measure the variance of the voluntary
disclosure and defined its size and quality in the studied sample. The results show that
although there is difference in the size and quality of the voluntary disclosure, but the
companies have significant interest and serious desire to provide all interested parties with
additional information on those imposed by mandatory disclosure.
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