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O ABSTRACT 0O

Social protection is an investment in economic development. The social protection
needs of workers in the informal economy vary across regions, depending on the provision
of these services and workers' access to them. There is a consensus that social protection is
crucial for addressing rising poverty, vulnerability, and inequality in the context of current
conditions in Syria. Social protection ranges from formal social insurance programmes and
universal provision of basic social services (health and education), and social assistance to
informal social networks, micro-insurance, and intra household support.

Based on Syrian regulations, employers are required to contribute to social insurance
institutions for their workers in order to cover work injury, incapacity and old age. Women
workers benefit from all the provisions for leave (administrative, sick, training, and paid
maternity for the first three children only).

Key words: Social protection, social security, informal economy, working women,
rights in work.
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