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O ABSTRACT 0O

Tourism is considered an important economic resource in Syria, and it represents the
main engine in the economy of services. This raises the importance of its economic and
social development role; its contribution reached 14.4% of the GDP in 2007.

And since Syria possesses significant tourism potential, it is able to attract millions
of tourists annually, and the Arab market is one of the most important resources of tourism
demand in Syria.

Depending on that, the research introduces the importance of Arab tourism in the
stability and advancement of tourism movement in Syria through statistic indicators, and it
includes a comparison of Arab tourism demand with the rest of the Syrian tourism demand
resources, and a study of the development of the Arab tourism demand in Syria, according
to indicators of number of tourists and tourism nights, and the size of the Arab tourism
expenditure.

It also shows differences of characteristics of Arab tourism demand among the Arab
states, and thus the importance of distinction in the process of tourism marketing and
promotion according to the characteristics that distinguish the tourists of every Arab state,
and subsequently the importance of distinguishing the marketing and promotion processes
according to the characteristics of tourists in each Arab stats as well as knowing the most
demanding tourist investments for the Arab tourists, and the tourism services which they
prefer.

Keywords: Tourist demand, tourist nights, tourist expenditure, tourist crisis.
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