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O ABSTRACT 0O

This research seeks to analyze the phenomenon of unemployment in Syria during the
period 1980-2008 and focus on the last fifteen years, where the problem of unemployment

in Syria was exacerbated. In this paper, the different concepts of unemployment and its

measurement methods are analyzed, although the analysis of its development and its
relationship with economic activity and per capita income, and we focused on the structure
of unemployment in Syria, by gender and by age structure as well as by level of education
and by governate. At the end, an econometric model, of multiple linear regression type, has
been identified to determine the relative importance of economic and social factors
affecting the problem of unemployment. Through this model, we found that the policy of
economic liberalization, as well as the reform policy and the per capita income, have had a
demonstrable impact on the phenomenon of unemployment. The relationship between the
economic liberalization and the unemployment was evident at the early 1990s after the
introduction of the Investment Law number /10/ in 1991, but that impact has quickly faded
and only the impact of the trade liberalization has persisted, which led to a direct positive
correlation between the liberalization and the unemployment rate. But the economic reform
in Syria was not associated with the restructuring and the layoffs of workforce surplus;
therefore, it has had only a little impact on the unemployment through the employment
policy of the public sector which has retreated significantly. For this reason, the economic
reform policy has leaded to an increase in the unemployment rate. Other factors such as the
private investments growth rate, wages and its growth rate and the population growth rate
has been deleted from the model as they are statistically not significant.

Key words: Unemployment — Multi-regression linear model — Economic growth
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Galdll
Model Summary
Model R R Square Adjusted R Square Std. Error of the Estimate
1 0.828 0.686 0.672 0.23511
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2 0.935 0.874 0.863 0.15211
0.947 0.897 0.883 0.14067

a. Predictors: (Constant), &ty b
b. Predictors: (Constant), &ty iulus , GDPPERCQ
c. Predictors: (Constant), ) 4ubw, GDPPERCQ, 73wyl b

ANOVA
Sum of Mean
Model Squares df Square F Sig.
1 Regression 2.893 1 2.893 52.327 0.000
Residual 1.327 24 0.055
Total 4.219 25
2 Regression 3.687 2 1.844 79.677 0.000
Residual 0.532 23 0.023
Total 4.219 25
3 Regression 3.784 3 1.261 63.744 0.000
Residual 0.435 22 0.020
Total 4.219 25

a. Predictors: (Constant), ¢ tasy) sl
b. Predictors: (Constant), &Y iulu, GDPPERCQ
c. Predictors: (Constant), ¢yl iulu, GDPPERCQ, #3lay! b
d. Dependent Variable: LOGUM

Coefficients(a)
Unstandardized Standardized
Coefficients Coefficients
Model B Std. Error Beta t Sig.
1 (Constant) 1.441 0.078 18.381 | 0.000
ey dula 0.701 0.097 0.828 7.234 0.000
2 (Constant) 0.178 0.281 1.633 0.033
ey dulan 0.586 0.066 0.692 8.925 0.000
Ul (e 3l das 0.033 0.006 0.455 5.860 0.000
3 (Constant) 0.145 0.298 1.486 0.032
L) Al 0.553 0.063 0.653 8.838 0.000
W e il Aan 0.026 0.006 0.364 4.408 0.000
oY) Al 0.191 0.086 0.187 2.212 0.038
a. Dependent Variable: LOGUM
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