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o ABSTRACT O

For any area, the independence in work is necessary to do it properly and so as for
auditor the independence is important to enable auditor to work neutrally.

This study aims at identifying the reasons behind changing external auditor in Syrian
public corporations based on auditors’ perspective themselves to ensure that the change is
legal and not based on personal judgements. This study also examines whether there is any
pressure or interference on auditor’s work.

For the purpose of this study, a questionnaire is designed to collect and distribute
data to asample composed of external auditors. Various statistical analyses are preformed
to test the hypotheses set. The factors that maight impact the change of external auditor are
classified according to their importance.

The results are as follows;

= Reasons that are related to the company in which the auditor works have an impact
on changing external auditor.

= Reasons that are related to auditing offices have an impact on changing external
auditor.

= Reasons that are related to the application of auditing standards have an impact on
changing external auditor.

» Changing the auditor has no impact on company’s operations.

We further recommend to study the reasons of changing external auditor by using
other parties perspective such as stockholders, managers and auditing offices. Besides, we
recommend to resume developing accounting and auditing profession to protect external
auditor. Finally, an expansion in CPA Committee role in organizing and controlling
auditors and auditing offices is required.

Key words: External auditor change, financial external audit, independent, audit
Procedures, audit quality.
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