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O ABSTRACT 0O

Although the principle of individual's right to abandon his/her citizenship is
established in the different national legislations as a citizenship regulating principle and as
a right set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the legislations differ on how
to regulate individual's right as for the abandonment of his/her citizenship and to define the
administration's control on exercising of such right.

In this research we will consider the right to abandon in the Arab legislations, the
way it is regulated by the Arab legislators and how it is subjected to the administration's
estimated authority; and we are going to define the right to abandon and discriminate it
from the similar concepts in a preliminary chapter. We will then explain the rules of
abandonment and demonstrate in a first chapter the administration's authority in
legislations deeming the abandonment an individual's absolute right. Then we talk about
the abandonment in legislations of the states making it subject to the administration's
authority in a second chapter and demonstrate the cases it allows under which of the
abondment and its conditions. We conclude the research with a summary mentioning our
own point of view on how to regulate an individual's right to abandon his/her citizenship
and grant administration the authority to control in order to protect state's interests.

"Assistant professor - Law Faculty - Damascus University- Syria.
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