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O ABSTRACT 0O

The export sector is the main driver of the development process of any country and
one of the main pillars of its economy. The importance of exports lies in their ability to
create new jobs, reform the deficit in the balance of payments, and attract private
investment, both domestic and foreign. They then help achieve sustained growth rates.
They are also the most important sources of foreign exchange, and without export the
economy fails to develop and unemployment increases.

This research studies the evolution of Syrian trade balance during the period
2000 — 2010. Results show that the balance of trade suffered a deficit between
(2004-2010). exports were much lower than imports. Oil exports and their impact on total
exports and on the Syrian economy in general as well as agricultural exports and their
share in total exports were also analyzed using Hirschman Index.

Keywords: Exports, Trade Balance, Investment, Deficit.
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